SCIENTIST  IN  RUSSIA

the examination the card with the easiest questions. In
many examinations the results are announced at once, and
in the junior classes at any rate, the examination is followed
by the presentation of bunches of flowers to the examiners:
a happy touch which the Boards of Examiners for British
schools might well envy.

Both before and after the examinations there is con-
siderable newspaper publicity. Thus on the eve of the
1945 examinations a whole page of the newspaper
Komsomolskaya Pravda was devoted to letters from
Academicians, engineers, etc., addressed to children
exhorting them to work hard.1 Another paper, having
listed the subjects required for matriculation (Russian
language, literature, mathematics, physics, chemistry,
history, and a foreign language), goes on to say: * It is the
duty of every school child to play his or her part in the
forthcoming examinations with honour, and to show a
high standard of knowledge and culttiral achievement.'2
During the examinations there is a son of running com-
mentary in some papers. A fortnight later the papers are
saying that examinations in some schools are reported as
ended. * Excellent' or * Good' marks were attained by
about 70 per cent, of the pupils.3

Up to 1944, pupils were graded as excellent, good,
medium, bad, and very bad; but this method of grading
was not proving satisfactory, and as from 11 January 1944
these five grades were replaced by five 6 points ', respectively
5,4, 3,2, and 1. This five-point system is used to cover not
only school work but behaviour. Pupils are marked four
times a term. In order to pass into a higher year, pupils
must get an average of four points through the year. The
main purpose of the five-point system seems to have been
to tighten discipline; for the child's marks now depend
upon his performance and behaviour almost every hour
of the day. The five-point system has become very impor-
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